
July 8,2008 

Peter M. Douglas 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219 

SUBJECT: Reconsideration of the Coastal Commission Review of the Carlsbad 
Energy Center Project (07-AFC-06) 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

The City of Carlsbad would like to request that you reconsider Coastal staffs 
involvement in the Application for Certification (AFC) process regarding the proposed 
Carlsbad Energy Center Project (CECP), which is currently before the California Energy 
Commission (07-AFC-06). 

As you may recall, in a letter dated October 16,2007, your office submitted a letter to 
Mr. Blevins, Executive Director of the California Energy Commission (CEC), notifying 
him that the Coastal Commission (Coastal) was not going to participate in several 
proposed power plant Applications for Certification. The proposed Carlsbad Energy 
Center Project (referred to as the Encina Replacement Project in the October 1 6 ~ ~  letter) 
was one of the projects identified that Coastal staff would not be reviewing. 

While the City understands and appreciates the reasons you outlined which necessitated 
the need to suspend Coastal staffs involvement in the AFC proceedings, the City now 
believes that the CECP's proposed changes, as well as its environmental impacts, warrant 
Coastal's attention and review. Specifically, the City believes that a long term visual 
impact and a significant land use conflict will be created as a result of the CECP. If not 
avoided, this visual impact will clearly result in the diminishment of a valuable coastal 
resource in San Diego's North County. 

Furthermore, in a letter dated June 5,2008, NRG has notified the CEC that the height of 
the two smokestacks will be increased from 100 ft. to 139 ft. Included in this letter was 
NRG's intention of continued use of the existing Encina ocean intake/outfall 
infrastructure for water and industrial wastewater discharge. 
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As you are aware, the California Coastal Act Section 30143 (d) calls for Coastal review 
of these types of projects. Recognizing the increasing challenges that the CECP presents 
and its impact on such a valuable coastal resource, the City of Carlsbad requests that you 
reconsider your earlier position and direct your staff to participate in the review of the 
CECP AFC. 

Sincerely, 

' J o e  Garuba 
Municipal Projects Manager 

cc: See Proof of Service (Rev. 03/19/2008; electronic service only) 
City Manager 
City Council 
City Attorney 






